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big bear 350 yamaha is a classic ATV known for its durability, performance, and versatility. Since
its debut, the Yamaha Big Bear 350 has established itself as a reliable choice for outdoor
enthusiasts, farmers, and recreational riders alike. Whether you're tackling rugged trails, farm
chores, or simply enjoying off-road adventures, the Big Bear 350 offers a blend of power, comfort,
and ease of maintenance that makes it a popular choice across various user groups. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore everything you need to know about the Yamaha Big Bear 350,
including its history, specifications, features, maintenance tips, and how it compares to other ATVs
in its class.

History and Background of the Yamaha Big Bear 350

The Yamaha Big Bear series has a storied history dating back to the late 1980s. The Big Bear 350,
introduced in the early 2000s, quickly gained popularity due to its reliable 4x4 drivetrain, robust
engine, and user-friendly design.

Key Milestones:

- Introduction Year: Early 2000s (specific years may vary by model)
- Design Focus: Versatility for trail riding, farm work, and recreational use
- Notable Features: Durable construction, easy handling, and strong performance

The Big Bear 350 was designed to bridge the gap between beginner-friendly ATVs and more
powerful models, making it accessible for new riders yet capable enough for seasoned enthusiasts.

Specifications of the Yamaha Big Bear 350

Understanding the technical specifications of the Yamaha Big Bear 350 helps riders appreciate its
capabilities and suitability for various tasks.

Engine and Performance
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- Engine Type: 4-stroke, single-cylinder, air-cooled
- Displacement: 347cc
- Power Output: Approximately 20-22 horsepower
- Fuel System: Mikuni carburetor
- Transmission: Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT) with automatic clutch
- Drive System: 4WD with selectable two-wheel drive (2WD)
- Front Suspension: Independent double wishbone
- Rear Suspension: Swingarm with dual shocks
- Brakes: Disc brakes front and rear
- Tires: 25-inch all-terrain tires suitable for various terrains

Dimensions and Weight

- Overall Length: Around 74 inches
- Overall Width: Approximately 45 inches
- Height: About 45 inches
- Wheelbase: Roughly 45 inches
- Ground Clearance: 8-9 inches
- Wet Weight: Approximately 400-430 pounds

Capacity and Payload

- Cargo Rack Capacity: Up to 100 pounds on the rear rack
- Towing Capacity: Around 500-600 pounds

Features and Benefits of the Yamaha Big Bear 350

The Yamaha Big Bear 350 is packed with features that enhance its performance, safety, and user
experience.

Key Features:

- 4x4 Drivetrain: Provides excellent traction on uneven and slippery terrains.
- Selectable 2WD/4WD: Allows riders to switch between drive modes based on terrain.
- Automatic CVT Transmission: Simplifies riding for beginners while providing smooth power

delivery.
- Independent Front Suspension: Offers better handling and a comfortable ride over rough terrain.
- Durable Construction: Built with high-quality materials for longevity and robustness.
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- Front and Rear Disc Brakes: Ensures effective stopping power.
- Ergonomic Design: Comfortable seat and handlebars for extended riding sessions.
- Cargo Racks: Utility racks for carrying tools, supplies, or gear.

Benefits:

- Versatility for different terrains and tasks
- Ease of operation, ideal for new and experienced riders
- Reliable performance with minimal maintenance
- Good balance of power and control
- Suitable for recreational riding, farming, and work-related tasks

Maintenance Tips for the Yamaha Big Bear 350

Regular maintenance is crucial to keep your Yamaha Big Bear 350 running smoothly and prolong its
lifespan.

Basic Maintenance Checklist:

- Engine Oil: Change every 20-25 hours of riding or annually.
- Air Filter: Clean or replace regularly to ensure optimal airflow.
- Brake System: Inspect pads, discs, and fluid levels periodically.
- Tire Pressure: Check before every ride; recommended pressure is typically 4-6 psi.
- Drive Chain and Sprockets: Lubricate and adjust tension as needed.
- Battery Maintenance: Keep terminals clean and charge if necessary.
- Coolant Levels: For models with liquid cooling, check coolant levels regularly.
- Electrical Components: Inspect wiring for wear or corrosion.

Tips for Optimal Performance:

- Store the ATV in a dry, sheltered location.
- Use quality fuel and oil to prevent engine issues.
- Regularly inspect for loose bolts and damaged parts.
- Follow the manufacturer?s service manual for detailed maintenance procedures.

How to Choose the Right Accessories for Your Yamaha Big Bear 350

Enhancing your ATV with the right accessories can improve functionality, safety, and comfort.
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Recommended Accessories:

- Winch: For pulling out stuck vehicles or assisting in challenging terrains.
- LED Light Bars: Improve visibility during night rides.
- Storage Boxes: Additional space for tools, gear, or supplies.
- Skid Plates: Protect the undercarriage from rocks and debris.
- Mudguards: Keep dirt and mud from splashing onto the rider.
- Seat Covers: For added comfort and weather protection.
- Riding Gear: Helmets, gloves, and protective clothing for safety.

Tips for Accessory Selection:

- Match accessories with your typical riding conditions.
- Ensure compatibility with the Yamaha Big Bear 350.
- Prioritize safety and durability.

Comparison of Yamaha Big Bear 350 with Other ATVs

To determine if the Yamaha Big Bear 350 is the right fit, it?s helpful to compare it with similar
models.

Yamaha Big Bear 350 vs. Honda TRX350

| Feature | Yamaha Big Bear 350 | Honda TRX350 |

|---------|----------------------|--------------|

| Engine | 347cc 4-stroke | 326cc 4-stroke |

| Drive | 4x4 with selectable 2WD | 4x4 with selectable 2WD |

| Suspension | Independent front | Independent front |

| Towing Capacity | 600 lbs | 550 lbs |

| Price Range | Moderate | Slightly higher |

Yamaha Big Bear 350 vs. Kawasaki Prairie 360
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| Feature | Yamaha Big Bear 350 | Kawasaki Prairie 360 |

|---------|----------------------|---------------------|

| Engine | 347cc 4-stroke | 367cc 4-stroke |

| Transmission | CVT with automatic clutch | CVT with manual override |

| Comfort | Ergonomic seat | Slightly more rugged |

| Utility | Cargo racks included | Similar features |

Which Model Is Right for You?

- If you prioritize reliability and ease of operation, the Yamaha Big Bear 350 is an excellent
choice.

- For more power or specific features, consider other models in the same class.
- Always consider your riding needs, terrain, and budget before making a decision.

Where to Buy Yamaha Big Bear 350

Finding a genuine Yamaha Big Bear 350 involves exploring various sources:

Authorized Dealerships:

- Provide new and certified pre-owned models
- Offer maintenance and warranty services
- Available in most regions

Online Marketplaces:

- Websites like CycleTrader, ATV.com, or eBay Motors
- Ensure seller reputation and verify the condition of used models

Tips for Buying:

- Inspect the ATV thoroughly if purchasing used
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- Request maintenance history and check for any repairs
- Test ride if possible
- Confirm the availability of spare parts and service support

Conclusion: Is the Yamaha Big Bear 350 Right for You?

The Yamaha Big Bear 350 remains a solid choice for anyone seeking a dependable, versatile ATV
capable of handling a variety of off-road and utility tasks. Its combination of a powerful yet
manageable engine, durable construction, and user-friendly features make it suitable for beginners
and experienced riders alike. Regular maintenance, proper accessory selection, and understanding
its capabilities will ensure you get the most out of your Yamaha Big Bear 350 for years to come.

Whether you?re exploring rugged trails, managing farm chores, or enjoying recreational riding, this
ATV offers a balanced mix of performance, comfort, and reliability. Investing in a Yamaha Big Bear
350 means investing in a trusted name in off-road vehicles, backed by Yamaha?s reputation for
quality and innovation.

Keywords: Yamaha Big Bear 350, Big Bear 350 Yamaha reviews, Yamaha ATV comparison,
Yamaha Big Bear specs, Yamaha Big Bear maintenance, best ATV for trail riding, utility ATV
Yamaha, off-road Yamaha ATV, Yamaha Big Bear accessories, Yamaha Big Bear for sale
 
Big Bear 350 Yamaha: An In-Depth Analysis of the Classic ATV?s Design, Performance, and
Legacy

The Big Bear 350 Yamaha stands as a legendary name in the world of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs).
Launched during the late 1980s and early 1990s, this model became synonymous with durability,
versatility, and robust performance. Over the decades, it has garnered a dedicated following among
outdoor enthusiasts, hobbyists, and collectors alike. This comprehensive review aims to explore the
history, engineering, performance, and enduring legacy of the Big Bear 350 Yamaha, providing a
detailed assessment for those interested in its enduring appeal.

Historical Context and Development of the Big Bear 350 Yamaha

Origins and Market Position

Yamaha's foray into the utility ATV segment with the Big Bear 350 was driven by a rising demand for
versatile off-road vehicles capable of handling both recreational riding and work-related tasks.
Introduced in the late 1980s, the Big Bear 350 was positioned as a mid-sized ATV, balancing power
with maneuverability. It was designed to appeal to a broad audience, from outdoor adventurers to
farmers and landowners seeking reliable utility.

Published by: dev.tonefm.co.uk Page 6 of 11



1986 1987 honda trx350 fourtrax 4x4 1987 1989 honda trx350d fo... Vol. 2026, Issue 10

During its era, the ATV market was burgeoning, with several manufacturers competing to develop
vehicles that could navigate rugged terrains, tow loads, and endure the rigors of frequent use.
Yamaha?s response was to craft a machine that combined rugged engineering with user-friendly
features, which ultimately helped the Big Bear 350 carve out a significant niche.

Design Philosophy and Aesthetic Evolution

The design of the Big Bear 350 reflected Yamaha?s focus on durability and practicality. Early
models featured a straightforward, no-nonsense aesthetic characterized by a sturdy frame, large
knobby tires, and a utilitarian body shell. Over the years, subtle updates improved ergonomics and
safety features, but the core design remained largely consistent, emphasizing reliability over flash.

The model's aesthetic appeal was rooted in its ruggedness?an impression reinforced by its high
ground clearance, reinforced front and rear racks, and a protective grille. These elements
underscored its utility focus, making it suitable for both work and recreation.

Technical Specifications and Engineering

Engine and Powertrain

At the heart of the Big Bear 350 Yamaha lies a 346cc, air-cooled, four-stroke, single-cylinder engine.
This powerplant was celebrated for its durability and ease of maintenance. Key features include:

- Carbureted fuel system for straightforward tuning and repair.
- Compression ratio optimized for a balance of power and fuel efficiency.
- Power output approximately 22 horsepower, providing ample torque for towing and hill climbing.
- Transmission: Automatic CVT with a centrifugal clutch, ensuring smooth acceleration and

deceleration.

This engine configuration made the Big Bear 350 a reliable workhorse capable of tackling
challenging terrains with confidence.

Chassis and Suspension

The chassis was constructed with a robust steel frame designed to withstand rough conditions.
Suspension components included:

- Independent double-wishbone front suspension with adjustable shocks for improved handling
and comfort.
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- Solid rear suspension with a swingarm and twin shock absorbers.
- Ground clearance of approximately 9 inches, allowing it to navigate obstacles with relative ease.

The suspension system was praised for providing a smooth ride over uneven terrain, crucial for both
recreational riding and utility tasks.

Drivetrain and Driveline

The Big Bear 350 featured Yamaha?s Real X Transmission, a semi-automatic system offering:

- High and low range gear selection, suitable for different terrains.
- Reverse gear for maneuverability.
- Four-wheel drive (4WD) capabilities, enhancing traction on slippery or uneven surfaces.

This drivetrain configuration contributed to the ATV?s reputation for versatility and reliability in
diverse conditions.

Performance and User Experience

Handling and Maneuverability

The Big Bear 350?s design prioritized ease of handling, making it accessible to both novice and
experienced riders. Its wide stance and low center of gravity provided stability during sharp turns
and on steep inclines. The independent front suspension and responsive steering facilitated
confident navigation through dense woods or rocky trails.

Power Delivery and Towing Capacity

Thanks to its 346cc engine, the Big Bear 350 delivered steady, predictable power. Riders reported it
to be particularly effective for:

- Towing small trailers or equipment.
- Climbing challenging inclines.
- Navigating muddy or rocky paths.

Its towing capacity was rated at approximately 400-500 pounds, making it suitable for light utility
tasks.

Comfort and Ergonomics
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Despite its utilitarian focus, the Big Bear 350 offered a reasonably comfortable riding position with:

- A cushioned seat designed for extended use.
- Ergonomic handlebars.
- Footrests positioned for stability.

However, some users noted that the seat could be uncomfortable over long rides, and the absence
of modern suspension refinement meant a bumpier ride compared to contemporary models.

Maintenance and Durability

One of the standout features of the Big Bear 350 Yamaha was its reputation for durability. Owners
frequently reported:

- Long engine life with minimal repairs.
- Ease of maintenance due to accessible components.
- Resistance to corrosion, especially when properly stored and maintained.

Regular maintenance tasks included oil changes, carburetor cleaning, and brake adjustments ?
tasks that most mechanically inclined owners could perform themselves.

Advantages and Limitations

Strengths

- Robust Engine: Known for longevity and consistent performance.
- Simple Maintenance: Carbureted system and accessible parts facilitate repairs.
- Utility Features: Strong racks, high ground clearance, and 4WD make it versatile.
- Affordability: Used models remain reasonably priced in the collector and second-hand markets.
- Proven Reliability: Many units still operate effectively decades after manufacture.

Limitations

- Outdated Technology: Lacks modern features such as electronic fuel injection or digital
displays.

- Comfort: Basic suspension may not suit long-distance rides.
- Fuel Efficiency: Slightly lower compared to newer models with advanced engine management.
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- Weight: Heavier than some modern counterparts, affecting maneuverability.
- Safety Features: Minimal safety features beyond basic protective gear.

Legacy and Collector?s Perspective

Enduring Popularity

Despite being discontinued in the late 1990s, the Big Bear 350 Yamaha remains a beloved classic.
Its reputation for reliability and utility has cemented its status among collectors and enthusiasts.
Many owners regard it as a dependable workhorse that can still serve practical purposes today.

Restoration and Customization

The simplicity of its design makes the Big Bear 350 an ideal candidate for restoration projects.
Owners often upgrade components like shocks, lighting, and tires to improve performance or
aesthetics. Some also convert older models into vintage trail riders or utility vehicles.

Market Value and Availability

While original units can be found through specialty dealers, online marketplaces, and ATV clubs,
prices vary depending on condition, mileage, and modifications. Restored models typically fetch
higher prices, reflecting their collectible status.

Conclusion: The Big Bear 350 Yamaha?s Place in Off-Road History

The Big Bear 350 Yamaha exemplifies the ethos of rugged, reliable, and user-friendly off-road
vehicles of its era. Its engineering focused on longevity and practicality, traits that continue to
endear it to vintage ATV enthusiasts. While it lacks the advanced features of modern machines, its
straightforward design and proven durability have cemented its legacy as a timeless utility ATV.

For those seeking a dependable vintage ATV, the Big Bear 350 remains an excellent
choice?whether for restoration projects, utility work, or nostalgic recreation. Its historical significance
and continued operational performance underscore Yamaha?s commitment to building machines
that stand the test of time.

In summary, the Big Bear 350 Yamaha is not just a relic of the past but a testament to durable
engineering that continues to serve and inspire generations of off-road enthusiasts.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key features of the Yamaha Big Bear 350? The Yamaha Big Bear
350 features a reliable 348cc four-stroke engine, automatic transmission, dual front disc brakes, and
a rugged suspension system designed for off-road adventures. Is the Yamaha Big Bear 350 suitable
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for beginners? Yes, the Yamaha Big Bear 350 is considered beginner-friendly due to its smooth
power delivery, easy handling, and adjustable speed limiter, making it a popular choice for new
riders. What are common maintenance tips for the Yamaha Big Bear 350? Regular maintenance
includes checking and changing the engine oil, inspecting tire pressure and tread, cleaning or
replacing the air filter, and ensuring brake components are in good condition. How does the Yamaha
Big Bear 350 perform in off-road conditions? The Big Bear 350 is well-regarded for its durability and
suspension setup, providing good traction, stability, and comfort on rough terrains, making it ideal for
off-road use. Are there any known issues with the Yamaha Big Bear 350? Some users have
reported issues with electrical components and carburetor tuning over time, but overall, the model is
known for its reliability when properly maintained. Can the Yamaha Big Bear 350 be used for trail
riding and hunting? Absolutely, its rugged build, manageable size, and reliable performance make it
a popular choice for trail riding, hunting trips, and other outdoor activities. What is the average price
range for a used Yamaha Big Bear 350? The price for a used Yamaha Big Bear 350 typically ranges
from $1,500 to $3,000, depending on the year, condition, and modifications. How does the Yamaha
Big Bear 350 compare to other utility ATVs? The Big Bear 350 offers a good balance of power,
durability, and ease of use, making it competitive with other utility ATVs in its class, especially for
beginner and intermediate riders. Where can I find replacement parts for the Yamaha Big Bear 350?
Replacement parts are available through Yamaha dealerships, online retailers, and ATV parts
stores. It's important to choose OEM parts for optimal performance and longevity. 
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